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/ From the Holy Quran

God says (tranation):
fiBy [the token of] Time. Verily Man is in loss, excep
those who have faith and do good deeds, and [joil
together] in the mutual teaching ofitin, of patience
and c o n(€haptar 109).

NnTake

your |ife,

From the Hadith

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said:

advant age
you become old; and your health, before you fall sick; and your richr
before you become poor; and your free time before you become busy
b AFHakineand/lmamrAhndad)at h . o

ave othliei magers:nyaut yowhr, sefor

CHAIRMAN'S Messace: Inaction IS not an Option

By Dr. Afzal Ahmed

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Assalatikum

By now | am sure every Muslim has heard abc
the controversy surrounding the TLC cable T
s how-Aimelrli can Musl i mo.
show depicts the daily lives of five Lebane:
American Muslim families living in Dearborn
Michigan.

This cotroversy came to light when
conservative Christian group namely, Floric
Family Association bombarded the sponsors of t
TV show with so much hateful Islamophobi
rhetoric that one of the large companies, nam
Loweds Home | mpr ov e iie
sponsorship of the show by pulling it
advertisement. Also dropping the sponsorship v
a somewhat smaller company called Kayak.com

|.IJI.IIE'S

. Home |mproumonl Warehouse i

pornography addiction, later becaméa@n-again
Christian and joined a mainstream Christii
Activist Group called American Family
Association. He drifted away from thit
organization to form his own organization calle
Florida Family Association.

For the first fifteen years of his social at$im, his
hate was directed entirely against homosexui
whether in high school setting or state relat
issues. Mr. Caton almost always used the tactic
pressuring the advertisers and sponsors of shi
It would be upsetting and yet understandable or activities.

enough that a well organized and well funded In the last t he found ¢
mass movement that was allergic to or had n helast wo years, he found &wm group 1o
phobia against Muslims and Islam had vilify -- namely, the American Muslims, Islam an

misrepresenteda TV show, reviled and insulted Eh;nlahA He is tthi OS% p?'t?] etmployreengf tﬁlor"
an entire religious community and intimidated amily Associatio er that cover a out

a national corporation; but what makes this fA‘Ck onnélne fsin][?r:s 23 v:/ss_l ablfe rtot n:a;rsr
attack on FAAII Amer i cthousands of letters and emails of protest to

very disturbing is that it was started sponsors of the All American Muslim TV show

orchestrated and pulled off by just oné Most sponsors ignored the complaints but Low

Y and Kayak relented and pulled their sponsors
' of the show.

I n spite of C odis&inninagon !
groups?®o criticisms,
declaring support for tetance and diversity, hav .
not reinstated their respective sponsorships.

David Caton, the perpetrator is an accountant
trade, at one time had tried his hands at runnin
rock club and then wrote a book about his

The unintended benefit has been that lot of ci
liberty organizations have come to side with the
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Muslims and some philanthropists ha\
graciously stepped in to fill the sponsorshipts
after Lowes and Kaya
organizations as a result of their actions ¢
taking lot of heat from individuals and othe
nonprofit civic and nofMuslim religious
organizations.

We Muslims can take numerous lessons frc
this whole saga. amely:

0 A single human being can do extraordina
things if he or she is motivated enough a
has belief in the cause.

e Big corporations do listen to complaints ar
compliments. It is always a good idea -
express your opinion whether good or bad.

e More nose you make more likely you will be
heard

e Persistence always pays off. If you fail onc
try again and again until you get the desir
result.

o If your cause is right, you will always, in th
end, succeed.

¢ Knowing the system and working that syste
will get you results.

e Clearcut focus is essential to the eventu
success of your project.

e Computer savvy and online expertisge
essential to success.

o Hard work always pays off.

For us Muslims to succeed in the Americ:
Rainbow saciety, it will require each ewf us to
be motivated and focused on defending a
striving for the issues that concern us.

David Caton has unwittingly shown us wh.
it will take to achieve our goals an
aspirations.This is our wake up call

Views & opinions expressed in this

Newsletter are those of the respective

authors and do not necessarily state or
reflect those of AlA or the Editor.
Editor: Khalid Mozaffar

COUNCIL MEMBER Interfaith Team



The evening was capped by a stirrir
performance of three segments
popular, emotional and critically
acclai med one per
This play was written, directed an
performed solo by Rohina Malik. The
play addresses thetrials and
tribulations of Hijab Wearing Muslim
women in the mainstream America
society. The raw emotions generatt
by this play on the audience wer
Dear Brothers, Sisters and Youth, Assalam Alaikun evident by nary a dry eye in th
banquet hall.

By Dr. Afzal Ahmad

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and the organiz
of the 11™ Annual CommunityDinner and Fundraisel Thanks to all of you who donate:
held on Saturday December 10th, 2011, | thank e generously for the upkee of the

one of you for making this event a great success. masjid. The fundraiser fetched abo
$105,000 in donations and pledge
Alhamdulillah. Those who could no
be there due to previous engageme
please do not forget to donate onlir
or better still drop a check in the
donation boxes in the MasjidOur

masjid depends on your support ar
needs your support more than ever.

It was very well attended by cresection of our
community and outside guests. The event highligh
the unveiling of the preliming plans for expansion
of the masjid campus with the addition of
contiguous building, housing additional classroon
regulation size basketball court/gymnasium for ott
sports and meeting hall for large gatherings.

Plans for Multi-Purpose A EXTENSION

AIA -OPPC Joint Event

Muslim Legal Fund of America
presents fiAsser

AIA Members, please mark on your calendar
andattend this important informational sesdior
Programwill be at OPPC Masjid on

Friday Feb 24fter Isha prayer Inshallah.

More information on back page.

Wedding

Congratulations to communitpembers Tahir
and Tasnim Abbasi on the wedding of their
beloved somkbar Abbasito Laura Banish

May Allah grant the newlyweds a long happ
life together.

PRELIMINARY ESTIMATED
COST & TIME

1.First Floor
e 13,270 Square Feet
e Cost $2,588,891
2.Second Floor

West Elevation — Side View from Parking

A 6,967 Square Feet

A Cost $1,411,109
3.0ther Cost

A $200,000
4.Total Cost $4.2 Million

5.Five Years to start construction

Nine additional classrooms, ftleight court with bleachers, auditorium stage,
bathrooms, offices, kitchen area, computer room, meeting room/lobagement,
library & walking track.

WEEDS & BENEFITS

More classrooms for Weekend Islamic School (WIS)

Space for daycare for elders and kids;srkool and/or full time school
Extended space for Eid & Ramadan gatherings as community grows
Indoor WIS recess or Community Fair in any weather itimms

Higher Masjid attendance during the week

Higher level of Community interaction / Da'wah Programs
Tournaments and games among other masjids and groups

Attract youth to the masjid and get them involved in Muslim community
Islamic library & ComputeRoom for WIS and community to use

10 Girls-only or boysonly days in a relaxed and safe environment

11. Allow Muslim and norMuslim communities to interact with each other
12. Attract more families closer to the masjid

13. Extend summer school programs allowing fatdor active games

©CoNG R LN R

L> Pray, Learn & Play at AlA!

SECOND FLOOR PLAN
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BIB Weekend Islamic School

News & Speci

al Events

AIA Weekend Islamic School

QURAN COMPETITION
FINAL ROUND
Sunday February 12, 2012

ALL STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND
PARENTS SHOULD ATTEND

It is not a day off from school
Attending this event is an
extremelyimportant part of the
student so I s |
even if a student does nc
qualify for the Final Round.

Competition Requirements

1. Age 4, 5 and 6 years:
Recite from memory any Surah completely.

2. Ages 7 and 8 years:
Read (not from memory) Ayad& to 10 of S. AlAadiat (Surah
#100)

3. Ages 9, 10 and 11:
Read Ayaat 40 to 46 of SurahAha azi 6at ( Sur a

4. Ages 12 and 13:
Read Ayaat 146 to 148 of Surah-Baqara (#2)

5. Ages 14 and above:

Competitors in this group will be informed abdbe Ayaat to
read right at the time of competition. All competitors will |
asked to recite the sarset ofAyaat.

dI[4 Surah
?ﬁub

Degins — dunday Feb 19, 2012
Ends - &unday April 22, 2012

School students got
the opportunity to
meet the teachers at
the Parent Teacher
Conferencesrad

chil ’,/

AIA PARENT TEACHER
CONFERENCES

Parents of AIA

discuss their

education.
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AIA Monthly Lecture

& I'tekaal Program

Program Recapi Do not
Miss this Opportunity!

By Br Mohammad Faran

As the trend goes during this time of the ye:
when more inclement weather seh and the
temperature falls, we also see a drop

attendance in the number of people attend
the mosque. But for the past couple of moni
AIA mosque has implemented a program wi
the intention to rejuvenate the Muslir
community.

This program istat mont hl y | ¢
place on the second weekend of every mor
Members of the masjid who have subscribed
the monthly newsletters and emails have be
receiving reminders since the event w
finalized and confirmed for the second weeke
of every month. This was done fol
consi stencyds sake a
of the community to plan their schedule
accordingly and prepare beforehand to supg
and bless the program with their attendance
wel | as their duads.

The program has been takiptace consistently
for a few months now and while the speake
and their enthusiasm, love, and devotion he
been consistently wonderful attendance has 1
Besides Mufti Azeemuddin, we have he
inspirational speakers such as Imam Abc
Hakim Dickerson an@®r Hisham AlQaisi.

Understandably in the beginning attendar
numbers were low, but after a couple mont
since the launch of the itekaf program numbt
are still low. What could be the reason?

Could it be that we
community as we thought? The number ¢
people that attend other events, such as dinn
fundraising events, and parties, most definite
proves otherwise.

Coul d it be that we (
these events, despite knowing months
advance and having amale amount of time to
plan and organize our calendars? Has the de
for gaining knowledge and reward associat
with this type of blessed gathering gone in
hibernation already, not to awake again ur
Ramadan?

In asking these questions, | decided ltok
inwardly at myself because certainly huma
are alike and the same weaknesses that exist

Next | 6t ekeée

Program

Friday February 10"
after |1 shabo

Second Friday of every month

Presenter:
Mufti Azeemuddin Ahmed and/dBuest Speaker

in others exist in me. Normally when our consister
begins lacking in an action after initially bein
regularly devoted to it, the value of that actic
decreass inside of our hearts. The love for th
action, the pure desire to simply do that action for -
pleasure of Allah (SWT) diminishes and is oftentim
replaced with other desires.

For those of us that h
program, let us makan intention to do so.

If nothing else, our intention should be to do tt
action for the pleasure of Allah (SWT). For those
us that have attended before but have not achie
consistency we should also remind ourselves that
went before with the tention of pleasing Allah
(SWT) and our intention should be the same ev
time we attend. After attending, | have little dou
that each and every persaan find something of
value because their time will surely be well spent.

The 106t ekaaf togkrplac rom Januan
13" began after Isha Salat just like every oth
|l 6t ekaaf program before
Mufti Azeemuddin address us about increasing ¢
love for the Prophet (PBUH). He described with gre
detail and many relevant exalas of the extent we
go to, to love various famous personalities in ¢
society, however lacking in spirituality they may b
In some instances the people we choose to de
ourselves to have no iman at all. He mentioned t
these individuals we love fEin comparison to the
Prophet that Allah (SWT) sent us, who is so perfec
each and every quality that no one who looked uj
him could find fault with either his outwart
appearance or his inner qualities. This small amo
of time that | invested on Briday night to listen to
the talk ofdeen of Allah (SWT), and of his Prophe
(PBUH) will most certainly benefit me on the Day ¢
Judgment. Who among us can claim that we hi
enough deeds in our account that we are satisfied
assured of our final désation?

Let us make a commitment that on th
Friday, despitethe numerous activities
available to us, we will choose to suppc
our Masjid and ultimately benefi
ourselves by sacrificing a small portio
of the evening to listen to the talk c
Iman. We must always remember th
Allah (SWT) chooses which of His
servants He will invite to His house. If
we are not among that group, then whi
group of people do we belong to?

NEW WEEKLY FRIDAY
PROGRAM AT AIA

Every Friday
7:30pm to
8:00pm

Led By:
Br Mohammed
Faran

[Such niches are] in mosques which
Allah has ordered to be raised and the
His name be mentioned therein; exaltin
Him within them in the morning antié
evenings.

These are men whom neither commer
nor sale distracts from the remembranc
of Allah and performance of prayer anc
giving of zakah. They fear a Day in
which the hearts and eyes will [fearfully
turn about

That Allah may reward them [accordin
to] the best of what they did and increa:
them from His bounty. And Allah gives
provision to whom He wills without
account.

(Surah ARNoor 24:3638)




February / Rabi Al-Awwal & Rabi Al-Thani 1433AH Prayer Schedule

Frankfort, IL & Vicinity

American Islamic Association & 8860 W St Francis Rd, Frankfort, IL 60423

0 (815) 469 -1551 & www.aiamasjid.org

Day Feb  Hijri Fajr
Wed 1 Rabil/9 5:28
Thu 2 10 5:27
(’; Fri 3 11 5:26
f{)_> Sat 4 12 5:26
g_) Sun 5 13 5:25
z Mon 6 14 5:24
o Tue 7 15 5:23
% Wed 8 16 5:22
Thu 9 17 5:21
Fri 10 18 5:20
Sat 11 19 5:18
Sun 12 20 5:17
Mon 13 21 5:16
Tue 14 22 5:15
Wed 15 23 5:14
Thu 16 24 5:12
Fri 17 25 5:11
Sat 18 26 5:10
Sun 19 27 5:09
Mon 20 28 5:07
Tue 21 29 5:06
Wed 22 30 5:04
Thu 23 Rabill /1 5:03
Fri 24 2 5:02
Sat 25 3 5:00
Sun 26 4 4:59
Mon 27 5 4:57
Tue 28 6 4:56
Wed 29 7 4:54

Sunrise Dhuhr

Asr Maghrib Isha

7:03 12.06 3:26 5:07 6:26
7:02 12:.06 3:27 5:09 6:27
7:01 12:.06 3:29 5:10 6:29
7:00 12:06 3:30 5:11 6:30
6:59 12:.06 3:31 5:12 6:31
6:58 12:.06 3:32 5:14 6:32
6:57 12:.06 3:33 5:15 6:33
6:55 12:.06 3:35 5:16 6:34
6:54 12:.06 3:36 5:17 6:35
6:53 12:.06 3:37 5:19 6:37
6:52 12:06 3:38 5:20 6:38
6:50 12:.06 3:39 5:21 6:39
6:49 12:06 3:41 5:22 6:40
6:48 12:06 3:42 5:24 6:41
6:47 12:06 3:43 5:25 6:42
6:45 12:.06 3:44 5:26 6:43
6:44 12:.06 3:45 5:27 6:44
6:42 12:.06 3:46 5:29 6:46
6:41 12:06 3:47 5:30 6:47
6:40 12:06 3:49 5:31 6:48
6:38 12:.05 3:50 5:32 6:49
6:37 12:05 3:51 5:34 6:50
6:35 12:.05 3:52 5:35 6:51
6:34 12:05 3:53 5:36 6:52
6:32 12:.05 3:54 5:37 6:54
6:31 12:.05 3:55 5:38 6:55
6:29 12:.05 3:56 5:40 6:56
6:28 12:04 3:57 5:41 6:57
6:26 12:04 3:58 5:42 6:58

lgama Time
February

FAJR
Febli Feb26
Feb27i1 Feb29

5:45am
5:30am

DHUHR
Febli Feb30
*Sundays

1:10 pm*
1:40 pm
ASR
Febli Febl2
Feb13i Feb29

4:30pm
4:45pm

MAGHRIB
After Sunset

ISHA

Febli Feb29 8:00pm

FRIDAY

1:00 pm
1:10 pm
1:30 pm

Azan
Khutba
Jamada

Monthly Lecture &
| 6t ekaaf P

(2™ Friday of every month)

Friday February 10"

After |l shabo

Presenter: Mufti Azeemuddin
Ahmed/ Guest Speaker

AIA Weekend Islamic School

February Special Events

Feb 121 Final Round of Quran Recitation

Competition (Students attendance required,

parents attendance urged)

Feb 197 Surah Club Starts After School for 8

weeks (except 03/18 and 04/01)

AIA SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
February 2012

AlA 9 St Michaels Church
Joint Youth Project

fiMaking Mats for the Homeles®

Saturday February 11, 2012

For high-school students
Contact:khdidmozaffar@AlAmasjid.org

AIA -OPPC Joint Event

Muslim Legal Fund of America:
AAssert.

Date: Friday 24, 2012
Time:
Location: Orland Park Masjid
15350 S. 104 Ave, Orland Park

Quran Tafseer.
EveryFriday befordshai 30 mins
(7:30pmi 8:00pm)

Bayaan
Everyaday afterlshai 15 mins

| 6t ekaaf: Progr a
Friday Feb 1Gtartingafterisha

ng U

Rent AIA Banquet Hall

Contact Br Safdar Mirza for
detailsand booking.

Phone: 708.935.6593
Email: BanquetHall@aiamasjid.org
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< A Residential Property
A Commercial Property

A Business Property

<~ Classic

Realty Group

Gulzar Qureshi

Buy - Sell- Lease- Rent Realtor

15545 S. 71 Ct., Suite 202, Orland Park, IL 60462
Bus: 7086458500, Cell: (708) 9415445, Fax: (708) 645098
GQ.ClassicRealty@yahoo.com www.HomesByGulzar.com

Call 708 -941 -5445 for options and details

Advertising in the Newsletter

If you would like to advertise your business in the newslet
contact us for rates and Terms & Conditions.

Community

fyou would | i ke to bsthar:
wedding, graduation, etplease send us the information.

Email us atnewsletter@aiamasijid.org

‘ PINEWOOD DENTAL

. GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

SAQIB H. MOHAJIR, DMD

Bring your § mile
back to life!

STRAIGHTEN TEETH ¢ IMPLANTS « DENTURES « CROWNS

NO-INTEREST FINANCING ¢ OPEN SATURDAYS

(708)364-0641

11979 W. 143RD ST., ORLAND PARK, IL 60467
WWW.PINEWOODDENTAL.COM

A2Z Megical Supplies

Superior quality durable Medical EquipmeOrthotics, DiabetiSupplies,
Oxygen, Nebulizers, Walkers, Wheelchairs, Hospital Beds, TENS

MEDICARE, MEDICAID & PPO Accepted

FREE DELIVERY AND SETUPé CALL FOR DET

Address 5/7&/726—20’ Khag >lshic

8407-8325
15345 78' Court - ARy
Orland Park, IL 60462

k Fax:

E-mail: info@a2zmedsupplies.com 708407-8414
Website www.a2zmedsupplies.com 708221-6416

Move Forward with Axon Physical
Therapy & Wellness
Choose Quality Physical Therapy

Call for Appointment
PY (708) 4034211

‘h Axon Physical Therapy
15868 S Lagrange Road
Orland Park, IL 6
Across from Best Buy
Visit us on www.AxonPT.co m

Dr. Yakub | Patebpt, msBa,Bs,BPhysio

0462




The Sandburg Highschool Muslim Student Asseciation

By Highschool Senior Shadi Jabali

The Ummahos futurel‘x CAN
youth. Yes, even our Imams and scholars | -
today were kids once, too. But what if the | "
Musl im youth of todéeé)]
enough connection to Islam to gaimet |
potential of being those future Imams and
scholars? Studies done by Sound Vision shov,
that 99% of Muslim students do not attend a| ®
private school, which correlates with the fact |
that 95% of Mus |l i ms|
minimum obligatory prayers. If this the

state of the youth now, what will our future become? So what do w
about the 99% of Muslim youth who attend public schools and are
to the trials of a NoiMuslim society? The answer is shown through
initiative that some students have talkertheir highschools: Build tha
Islamic connection through a Muslim Club.

| -y

Ités been about 3 months now

High School established a Muslim Student Association (MSA). Mi
like the MSA of Andrew High School, they intend being the Islamic
link for our youth. But what does that mean? How do they expec
establish such a connection in a public high school settimdere
Islamic values are almost completely disregarded even by its
followers? The answer is clearly showthrough the many
achievements theydve had in th

What do these achievements i nc
over 100 Muslim students to their meetings. Although the quantit
student s i s n &equaity of thermdions, éhis shows ¢
the massive effects that MS A ¢
Muslim students. The MSA of Sandburg has captured the attentic
not only a large group of Muslim students, but also of-Nuslims
who consistetly come to the meetings in order to be a part of
activities or simply to educate themselves on the true meanin
| sl am. I n fact, t he MS A of
presentation where Muslim and nbtuslim speakers talked to ove
120 studentsbout Islam, its meaning, and their perceptions after 9/

The Sandburg MSA also tries to promote the good actions of Mu
youth through other activities in the school. For example, there w
bake sale held for Tur k e ntd weree
encouraged to make their own baked goods that were sold during
lunch hours in order to help Turkey in their time of need. There w.
total of over 200 pounds of food sold which helped generate
$1,200 for Turkey in their time of need.hi§ was not an MSA
organized event however, over 95% of the success was due to
Sandburg MSA members Alhamdulillah. Without their input in t
sale, it would not have been nearly as successful.

Although all of the above can be counted as outstanc
accomplishments, what is ultimately the greatest success of the M:
nothing short of a turning point for Muslims in Orland Park: Jumt
prayer. Yes, the students of Sandburg are now beginning to have
Khutbah followed by Jumuah Salah every weekatndulillah. The
MSA arranges this in those lunch hours that take place after the
for Dhuhur prayer. For those students who have earlier lunch h
when Jumuah Prayer is not possible, a halaqa is still offered to -
where they have the opportunitp learn about Islam and buil
themselves as Muslims.

o : |  The Andrew MSA plans on
f! | following in Sa
: | and provid the same for their owr
members. As said before, this trul
is the starting of a new era c
Muslim youth in the Orland Park
area. We can now feel a little mor
at ease knowing that our yout
have the opportunity to keep a
Islamic  connection at theil

schmls. Think how beautiful it
truly is for them to easily join in on a halaga in between classes. St
thing is truly a blessing from Allah (swt).

Our youth are the future of 1
learning in an environment that makeslifficult for them to maintain
an Islamic identity, the MSAOG:
youth show us that, yes, the future is safe, insleh. The future
leaders of our Ummah are born here through the activities
opportunities that lgh school MSAs have to offer. | urge the you
reading this to make well sure your school has built a foundatior
future classes to benefit from. And know that it is not diffict
Whatever school you attend, they cannot deny you or your peers
type of group meetings. Starting an MSA simply begins with talking
your teacher about where to start.

This year, the Sandburg MSA had to face very few objections with
activities they planned. The school was very happy to help them s
their group, metings, and Jumuah salah. Within a few weeks,
could single handedly build the foundation for future Muslim stude
And for the older and wiser generations, | urge you to support us
whatever you can to make sure our foundation is safe. It ischth y
that will lead the future, but it is you who lead the youth.

Please make
dubdaa f
success of all
existing MSAs

and for the
establishment of
this Islamic
connection that is
necessary for oul
youth. My

brothers and
sisters in Islam, it
is time to Mild

the future.



Reason and Revelation

By Author Khalid Baig

American economist Robert Samuelson recer
made an interesting observatioabout the
American society in his Newsweek colum
"America's glories and evils are tightly fuse
together." Quoting sociologist Seymour Lipse
he asserts that America's economic vitality a
progress come from the same source as
crime, family breakdwn, inequality, and
vulgarity. Freedom and individualism have fire
economic advance, yet have also inhibited sou
control. But why the qualities that bring the be
in a nation also should bring the worst in it?
humanity doomed by having its vicescavirtues
so intricately mixed?

Samuelson does not probe the issue. Insteac
seems to be happily resigned to it. "We ¢
burdened as well as blessed by our beliefs,"
says. Economics, we may be reminded, is

dismal science.

Actually the world isnot doomed by design
Samuelson comes very close to the truth but
confuses approaches or tools with attributes.
tool that works great in one area is also be
used in another for which it was never design
The problem lies with the user who keeps

insisting on its use in the second area citing
success in the first. To put matters simply, i
the free use of reason and intellect that is beh
most of America's (and West's in gener:
phenomenal scientific and material progress.

the use bthe same tool in moral, and religiov
life that has caused its equally phenomel
moral degeneration!

Every tool has a designated area of applicati
Outside, it will fail to work. A 4 bit computer is
good for some elementary math involving whc
numbes. It may multiply 2 by 20 and give th
correct answer instantly. But burdened wi
complex calculations involving several decim
digits, it will give the WRONG answers. /
weighing scale meant for gold will not work fc
iron and vice versa. Their resdhbnt and
capacity are inappropriate for those applicatior

Same with the tools we use for learning abc
the world. Our senses and intellect are wondel
things. Science and technology are all ab
their use. Certainly it was free inquiry driven t
rea®n that led to so many of the discoveries
science. It happened at an accelerated ¢
during the past four centuries and the results
everywhere around us to be seen.

http://www.albalagh.net

But a tool that is so great in one area may
totally useless, even dangerous, in another. F
Reason, uninformed by Divine Guidance, is
defecive tool for deciding purpose of life o
suggesting its values. What is Right and wha
Wrong? These questions require knowled
beyond what we can acquire by using our sen
and reasoned analysis. As a direct res
everyone's reasoning is differefthat is why
philosophers have never been able to agree L
what should be the goal of life. Happines
Survival? Pleasure? Love? Sélffillment? You

name it. In addition, it is impossible for us f
separate our reasoning in these matters from
feelings. Pure or uninformed reason becon
just a tool to justify what we desire.

Todaythe West's problem is that it has accept
the wrong tool for developing its more
compass. Probabiypanyof its people abhoun-
natural relationshipsThey may know thatt iis
an abomination and evil. Yet today sagender
marriages are getting legal sanction in the W
And they are helpless in trying to stop i
advances. Why? Because they cannot argue
it is wrong based on pure reason. It is easiel
make a case ainst smoking in public places
then against the worst forms of immorality. Su
is the result when pure reason becomes
accepted arbiter of right and wrong.

There is nothing modern about this -eithe
Several centuries ago, Obaidullah Has
Qirwani, aleader of the renegade batani ci
declared it foolish for a brother tget his

beautiful sistemarriedto a total stranger, while
trying to be content with a less qualified wite
another stranger. She would be much m
suited to be wife of her own hiteer, with whom
she may be a lot more compatible, he argu
His argument is, no doubt, sickening. But

there a counter argument based on pure reas(

Certainly mankind needs a superior tool f
determining the values and purpose of life.
source of gidance that is based on certa
knowledge, not conjecture. One that can info
our desires rather than being subservient
them. This is what Prophe{@\S) came with.
They claimed to have access to the higher sot
of knowledge, the Divine Revelation. d%e
who accepted them used reason and observe
to verify their authenticity and character. B
they accepted Divine Revelation as

SUPERIOR source of knowledge! That is why

|-

Albalagh

"Cur duty is only to deliver the
message”

i

son can tell his father:

"O my father! To me has come
knowledge that had noteached
you. So follow me. | will guide
you to a Way that is even an
straight.” (Maryam, 19:43).

All  this is obvious, except in
implications. We accept this is Right ar
that is Wrong because the Revelatit
TOLD us, not because it PROVED it t
us. What isnrong with riba? Gambling?
Pork? Alcohol? Revelation told us thi
they were wrong. Why is hijak
necessary? Allah and His Prophgs)

ordered that. What are the rights of m
and women? Those givem tthem by
Allah and His Prophet (s)The attribute
of the Muslims is that they "listened an
followed" (Al-Bagarah, 2:285). It is no
that they listened and questioned, a
argued, and investigated and then if th
felt like it, they followed. That is alsc
THE message of Pr
sacrifice, a defimg event for Islam. For
the Quran describes the moment wh
the father and son were ready for tl
ultimate sacrifice by saying: "When the
surrendered" (Al-Saffat, 37:103).
Literally it can also be translated: "Whe
they accepted Islam." For pure reas
could have raised a million questior
about the command for that sacrifice.

Normally it is difficult for us to say "I
don't know." It is even more difficult for
nations to admit a weakness in the
celebrated tools of inquiry. That is th
dilemma of the mdern world, which
sees so much wrong with itself bt
cannot bring itself to admitting the
problem with its basic approach. But
Muslim is the person who has both tt
wisdom and the courage to surrend
before the higher source of knowled¢
and guidance. & him Revelation
informs his reason and his reast
controls his emotions. Such is the pers
who is blessed, but not burdened, by t
beliefs.



ATA AND OPPC C0-HOST TOWNHALL MEETING

Review by Saima Mozaffar

On Jan 1% 2012, a Community Interfaith Town hal There was definitely some diversity in th
was held at The Prayer Center @l Park, cénosted opinions, where some proponents of

by the Islamic American Association. A panel of fo peaceful reaction, solely @moted education,
speakers discussed and evaluated the recent dec and were opposed to a boycott. But major
by Lowes t o pull t h ei of the audience did support a boycott

AAmerican Musl i md aft er Lowes. Furthermore, most agreed that all 1
Family Association (FFA). Thespea r s 6 p e ideas presented had tremendous value. T
were followed by a captivating Q&A session. Seve gave every attendee a wide array of strateg
members of the audience stepped forward to vcto choose from red pick the ones they an
their opinions and ideas. most comfortable with, and talseme form of

actionl

Panelists and Their Perspectives

: .. ldeas and Strategies
Two of the panelists, Jane Ramsey (Executive Direc 9

of the Jewish Courlcof Urban Affairs) and Amina Here are some of the ideas that we
Shari f (Communicati ons expressedduring the Townhall:

on Ameri can I sl amic R
encouraged people to boycott Lowes, and send peti . )
letters along with pictures of themselves holding a s tsrt]atdt_hey will h:_:lvet lt;.) ptay a price for nc
that readlLdBepdotin fron anding up against bigotry.

The idea here is to ex2 Gotowww.boycottbigotry.comand signa
action and to make an economic impact upon tr petition, to let them know how you fee
business. about Lowebds pullin

Another panelist, Jan Shaulis (€bair of Southwest 3-Like o1 j oi n the Face
Interfaith Team) focused more on educating Low LowesforReligins bi gotry
and he American public in general about the reality 4 Re qu e s t CAIR to pl
Islam and Muslims. She recounted her perso Day all across the US, where groups
experiences as a white, Protestant Christian wor people in every state meet with tr
growing up at a time, when having raite friends  management of local Lowes in their are:
was frowned upon. In her lifetime, she has s¢ expressing their C
trememous shift in bigoted outlooks and believes tt  action. This should be more imgfd in
education is the biggest catalyst for change. reaching the Corporate Heads and warrar
change in their policy.

1. Start boycotting Lowes. Make them reali:

The final speaker, Anya Cordell (recipient of the 20
Spirit of Anne Frank Award), had an interestir 5.Form or join interfaith groups where yo
perspective, where she rejected the idea get a chance to interact with people of ott
fi b oy c olbwes aitggéther. Instead she sugges faiths, to help dispel the misunderstandin
actually going into the stores and buying somethi about Islam and other religions.

there. This would afford Muslims an opportunity 1g_if this Interfath Group can arrange to invit
ask to speak with the management and educate t | gywes Management to one of its sessiol

about the Areal Mus I i m  that might be extremely significant.

harmless in geeral. . - .
7.Instead of just pointing fingers, ge

proactive and actually be the ones

sponsor the kind of shows we would like 1

Audience Perspectives
see on TV.

In addition, several perspectives came forth in 18 it | d I
subsequent Q &A session from the audience. (™ was ~also sggeste t(.) actually St‘f’“
non-Muslim gentleman, a contractor who was involvi work!ng for Lowgs.and thm.k about. havin
in the construction of the Orland Park Prayer Mosq a voice from yv!thm, and |n_f|u_enC|ng th
pointed out that mions of dollars went into building Corporate Decision from the inside.

this mosque, multiplied by the hundreds of mosq 9. Likewise, in response to the negati
built across the US. It is truly a shame for Lowes political atmosphere with regards t
not acknowledge the enormous amount of busin Muslims, it was suggested that we mgst

Muslims have given them, and how much they will | involved in politics at every level, so wi
losing, iftey donot take act i canmakea change from within.

decision about pulling their advertisement.

This Townhall was very successful i
terms of getting people to talk about tt
farr eaching effects

the Muslims in America, and what each
us cando to make a change in the futur
But, if we just sit back and do nothing, w
have failed the purpose of the Townhall.

The above list provides
us with many options to
choose from, and if eact
of us picks and does a
least one form of action
listed abee, there is hope
for a better tomorrow.

Sponsors:

AlA 7 OPPCi CIOGC
CAIR-Chicago
Law Office of Maaria Mozaffar
Jewish Council of Urban Affairs



http://www.boycottbigotry.com/

