
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful 

American Islamic Association 

8860 W. St Francis Rd,  

Frankfort, IL 60423  

(815) 469-1551    

www.aiamasjid.org 

  Safar / Rabi Al-Awwal 1432 February 2011 

Views & opinions expressed in this 

Newsletter are those of the respective 

authors and do not necessarily state or 

reflect those of AIA or the Editor.  

Editor: Khalid Mozaffar 

God says (translation): ñEvery soul shall have a taste of death: And only on the Day of Judgment 

shall you be paid your full recompense. Only he who is saved far from the Fire and admitted to 

the Garden will have attained the object (of Life): For the life of this world is but goods and 

chattels of deception. Ye shall certainly be tried and tested in your possessions and in your 

personal selves; and ye shall certainly Hear much that will grieve you, from those who received 

the Book before you and from those who worship many gods. But if ye persevere patiently, and 

guard against evil, then that will be a determining factor in all affairsò. [Verse 3:185-186] 

E-mail: newsletter@aiamasjid.org 

Assalam Alaikum 

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said:  

"The most enviable of my friends is a believer with 

little property who finds pleasure in prayer, who 

worships his Lord well, who obeys Him in secret, who 

is obscure among men, who is not pointed out by 

people, and whose provision is a bare sufficiency with 

which he is content." [Al -Tirmidhi] 

Assalam Alaikum, Brothers & Sisters! 
 

ñWhosoever has even an atomôs worth of 

KIBR in his heart, will not enter 

paradiseò 

              - Hadith reported by Muslim 

The Arabic language is so rich, vast and 

profound that often times it is hard to 

come up with a single word that equates or 

conveys a meaning that does justice to the 

original Arabic word.  The Arabic word 

ñKIBRò is one such word that appears in 

the above Hadith that does not have an 

equivalent to itôs meaning.    Most often 

English word used to translate ñkibrò is 

ñprideò, but the English equivalent falls 

short of the exact meaning.   

The English word ñprideò comes from 

Latin word ñprodeò meaning, ñhaving a 

high opinion of oneselfò.  Emperor 

Augustine defined pride as a ñlove of 

oneôs own excellenceò.  In English 

language the word pride can have two 

meaning: inner pride and outer pride.  

Inner pride is related to feeling of 

satisfaction and gratification of oneôs 

achievements, accomplishments and status 

in life without its outward exhibition. This 

kind of pride is considered positive by lot 

of writers like Nietzsche.  Majority of 

Mental Health specialists like psychologists 

and psychiatrists feel that this kind of pride 

in oneôs own accomplishments and 

achievements is essential to the growth and 

psychological well being of individuals.    

Outer pride on the other hand is similar to ñhubrisò 

and ñarroganceò and is negatively viewed because 

of suggestion of superiority and aggression.  Other 

words used to describe this latter type of pride are 

haughtiness, vainglorious, superiority, scornful and 

narcissism. According to old Greek literature 

Aristotle identified pride as positive and crown of 

all virtues and distinguished it from hubris which 

was despised by the ancient Greek mythological 

gods according to Homerôs Iliads. 

Most of worldôs religions do not distinguish 

between two meanings of pride.  In Christianity 

pride is the biggest of the 7 deadly sins. Others 

being Lust, Gluttony, Greed, Sloth, Wrath and 

Envy.  Scriptural reference to pride can be seen in 

the Psalms: ñIn his pride the wicked does not seek 

Him; in all his thoughts there is no room for Godò 

Similarly in Judaism according to the Old 

Testament, ñTalk no more exceeding proudly, nor 

let arrogance come out of your mouth; for the Lord 

is a God of knowledge and by Him actions are 

weighedò 

According to some Aalims in Islam, ñkibrò is the 

inner feeling of superiority and being better than 

other individuals, even without its outward 

verbalization. The word ñtakabburò is used for 

pride that manifests itself outwardly in oneôs 

actions and deeds.  According to Islamic belief 

system ñprideò is the exclusive prerogative of Allah 

SWT and is the mother of all illnesses in humans.  

Iblees  (SHAYTAN)  was the first being  to be 

afflicted with this disease when he refused to 

prostrate himself before Adam pbuh when he was 

commanded to do so by Allah SWT; and everyone 

knows the consequences that followed  ie. his  

 

expulsion and banishment from the paradise and 

our bad fortune in having to deal with his 

machinations in this world in trying to push us 

away from good deeds and persuading us to do 

sinful things.  

In Islam both ñkibrò and ñtakabburò are 

frowned upon, as it blinds one to the reality of 

oneôs existence and his or hers relationship to 

Allah SWT. Pride bordering arrogance can lead 

one to believe that all his achievements and 

accomplishments are his and his alone without 

accepting the Divinesô hand in making these 

possible.  This kind of thinking of oneôs 

superiority without acknowledging Allah SWTôs 

Mercy and Power can border ñshirkò. A hadith 

that amplifies this point is about an Aalim who 

sought knowledge to glorify Allah SWT, a 

generous rich man who spent his riches in good 

causes and a martyr who died seeking Allah 

SWTôs pleasure; were all condemned to Hell fire 

because they did these things to gain adoration 

and plaudits from other people.  

 In Allah SWTôs scheme of things there is no 

place for ego, ñselfò, oneôs ñnafsò or ñkhudiò   

That is why a true Muslim submits and 

surrenders to the Will and the Power of Allah 

SWT completely and without an iota of doubt. 

In a Hadith reported by the Prophet (s), Allah 

SWT says, ñGreatness is My garment and 

haughtiness is My Mantle: whosoever vies with 

Me for them, I will throw them into hell fireò   -  

(Reported by Muslim)   

May Allah SWT protect all of us from this 

disease called ñkibrò and ñtakabburò   - Aameen.  

 



 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAIR -Chicago Executive 

Director Br Ahmed Rehab 

Speaks at AIA Fundraiser  
 

The American Islamic Association of Frankfort, IL 

(AIA) held a successful fundraising dinner on 

December 11 Alhamdulillah. The event was deemed 

successful by all in attendance. 

Br Ahmed spoke about his background and how he 

ended up doing the work that he feels so passionately 

about. He also talked about how we Muslims have to 

be careful about the language and vocabulary we use 

when engaging with others about Islam. 

As an example, he contrasted how the Five Pillars of 

Islam are taught as a set of rituals, whereas those same 

Pillars can be taught and practiced with the most 

compassionate intentions and convictions, as they are 

meant to be practiced. 

His message gave an insight into how best to combat 

Islamophobia and bigotry in our country and world-

wide. 

Mufti Azeemuddin Ahmed, Imam of AIA, also 

presented a message of  how to combat this 

Islamophobia without feeling despair. He gave 

examples on how much worse Muslims throughout 

history had to experience and endure. Mufti Azeem 

helped with raising the necessary funds that enable 

AIA to continue offering its religious, educational, 

social and community services - Insha-Allah!  

Alhamdulillah, collectively with the generosity of 

Community Members and friends, AIA was able to 

raise funds that will help with paying for the Masjid 

expenses and programs. 

For those who were intending to attend the Fundraiser 

but were not able to make it OR those who would like 

to donate now or at the next opportunity, you still 

have options to support the AIA Masjid: 

1) Go to the AIA website www.aiamasjid.organd click 

on the DONATE button. From there, you can use 

PayPal to make a one-time donation OR a monthly 

donation. It will just take a few minutes!  

2) Send a check to: American Islamic Association, 

8860 W. St Francis St, Frankfort, IL 60423  

3) Set up an Automatic Monthly Payment Plan with 

AIA using your Credit Card or set up an automatic 

deduction from your Checking/Saving Account.  

Monthly donations are most helpful, no matter what 

amount. 

All donations are tax-deductible and all donations are 

an invaluable investment for our Akhirah.  

May Allah reward your niyyah and your actions! 

 



 

   
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Report by Br Danish Haider 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recently, the Illini Student Union organized 

a discussion forum to discuss the heated 

debate surrounding the ñPark 51ò Islamic 

Center (more commonly referred to as the 

ñmosque near Ground Zeroò. The event was 

open to the public. 

CAIR was asked to represent the "Muslim 

American" perspective on the issue.  

The discussion followed a Question and 

Answer format. First, the moderator asked 

us 4 questions and each of the panelists got 

3 minutes to respond. The questions were: 

1.  If the Park 51 project is discounted, will 

there be an uproar in the Islamic 

community abroad? 

2. Will building the Park 51 project be a 

victory for extremists? 

3. Who should decide if the Park 51 project 

should be built? 

4.  Why is there controversy about the 

project? 

The 4 panelists besides myself 

were: 

 Kolodziej is Research 

Professor of Political Science, 

Emeritus, and Director of the 

Center for Global Studies at 

the University of Illinois, 

Urbana-Champaign. 

 Jon Rector has been with 

WRSP/WCCU Fox55/27 for 5 

years. 

 John Ciciora is the Director of 

Communications at the 

Vineyard Church in Urbana. 

 Kim Shinew's research efforts 

focus on studying 

marginalized populations, 

particularly African Americans 

and Latino(a)s. 
 

Young AIA Member serves as Panelist in Discussion organized by the Illini Student Union of 

University of Illinois (Urbana Champaign) ï Co-sponsored by CAIR 

Part 1: Q &  A from Moderator  

Most of the panelists believed that: 

1. There would be no uproar,  

2. It will be a victory for extremists if we 

DONôT build the mosque,  

3. The decision about the project is between the 

city council and the designers of the project, 

4. Many people (including myself) believed 

that the uproar was mostly due to the election 

and republican candidates using the issue to 

gain votes from the right.  

However, one of the panelists, Jon Rector 

disagreed with the consensus. His belief was that 

the Park 51 project should not be built. He 

portrayed himself as the "average American." He 

said he was a down to earth person with no real 

knowledge of politics. His main point was that 

many people are misinformed about the mosque 

issue and that building it will not be good because 

it will cause tensions.  

What myself and the other panelists continually 

pointed out was that not building the community  

center will feed into 

the delusion of the 

misinformed, and that 

is not something we 

should be doing. While 

Mr. Rector did 

moderate his stance, he 

still remained opposed 

to the project. It is 

important to note, 

however, that he was 

respectful throughout 

the discussion and I 

believe he learned 

quite a bit about Islam 

in the process.  

 

Danish Haider is a junior at University 

of Illinois, studying Molecular and 

Cellular Biology with hopes of going to 

medical school. He serves on the CAIR-

MSA at U of I Executive Board as their 

Communication Coordinator 

 

Danish Haider was on the discussion 

panel representing the Council on 

American Islamic Relations and the 

Central Illinois Mosque and Islamic 

Society. 

Part II: Q and A from audience 

The last hour was a series of questions posed 

to the panel by the audience. Most of the 

questions were neutral. The most interesting 

question related the project to the Terry 

Jones ñQuran burningò threat. The question 

was posed in a very incendiary manner 

saying that both matters relate to free speech 

and that there is a double standard. One man 

is being ridiculed for practicing his right to 

free speech (burning the Quran), while 

another group of people are being supported 

by the media. I was the first one to answer 

this question. I said that the difference is that 

one is spreading nothing but hate (burning) 

while the other (Park 51) will bring 

economic revival to the city, give a chance 

for people of all faiths to come together, and 

be a place of worship. My point was that 

there is no comparison here. We can't equate 

blind ignorance, arrogance, and hate to a 

place of reflection and prayer.  

The other panelists (including Jon Rector) 

agreed with me. 

 

100% 

Zabiha 

Halal! 

Zabiha 

Chicken 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Special Events  

 Parent-Teacher Conferences were held on Sunday, January 23, 2011. Parents provided very positive feedback to the AIA School about the opportunity 

to meet with the teachers and discuss their childrenôs Islamic education and progress. 

AIA School thanks the parents for coming to the event. The school is also grateful for the priceless dedication and performance of its teachers, the 

superb team of young volunteers, the Lunch Moms, and the Supervised Recess Committee for making this event a success.  

AIA School prays for the well-being and guidance for its students and Community Members! 

 

Pictures taken at the Parent-Teacher Conferences 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

AIA Weekend Islamic School  
 

    

 
 

 
 
 
 

ALL STUDENTS AND PARENTS SHOULD ATTEND 
 

Quran Recitation Competition FINAL ROUND   
 

1. Age 5 and 6 years: Recite from memory any Surah completely. Prize will be 

according to length of the Surah and correctness of delivery.  
 

2. Age 7 and 8 years:  
Read (not from memory)  five Ayaat of Al -Bayyinah (#98)  
 

3. Age between 9 and 11:  
(A) Those who have finished reading the entire Quran: Read Ayaat 1 to 8 of Surah Al-Qalam (#68)  
(B) Those who have not finished reading the Quran: Read Ayaat 35 to 40 of Surah An-Nabaaõ (#78)  
 

4. Age 12 years and above:  
Read Ayaat 152 to 157 of Surah Al -Baqara (#2)  
 
Award will be given according to the decision of Qariõs / Huffaz. There will be three prizes in every group. In 
case of a tie, the final decision may be made according to a better recitation of Surah An-Naas. 
  

FIRST ROUND   
 
Please Note : All students will have the opportunity to participate in the FIRST ROUND  of the competition 
during their regular classes. Based on the results of the First Round, teachers of Quran of every class will 

provide a list of contestants for the Final Round according to the above mentioned grouping by Feb 13, 
2011. The selection for the qualification to go for the contest must be made according to acceptable fluency in 

reading.  

 
Adhan Competition (Boys)  
 
For the Adhan competition, only those contestants should take part who can deliver the whole Adhan 
correctly without any mistake of words. Parents are requested to check before their son comes to take part in 
Adhan competition.  
 
Group A - Boys Age between 7 and 10 years   Group B - Boys Age 11 years and above 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Day Feb     Hijri    Fajr    Sunrise  Dhuhr   Asr Maghrib  Isha 
  Tue 1 28 5:28 7:03 12:05   3:26 5:08 6:27 

  Wed 2 29 5:27 7:02 12:06   3:28 5:09 6:28 

  Thu 3 30 5:27 7:02 12:06   3:28 5:09 6:28 

  Fri  4 1* 5:25 7:00 12:06   3:30 5:11 6:30 

  Sat 5 2 5:24 6:59 12:06   3:31 5:13 6:31 

  Sun 6 3 5:23 6:57 12:06   3:32 5:14 6:32 

  Mon 7 4 5:22 6:56 12:06   3:34 5:15 6:33 

  Tue 8 5 5:21 6:55 12:06   3:35 5:16 6:35 

  Wed 9 6 5:20 6:54 12:06   3:36 5:18 6:36 

  Thu 10 7 5:19 6:53 12:06   3:37 5:19 6:37 

  Fri  11 8 5:18 6:51 12:06   3:38 5:20 6:38 

  Sat 12 9 5:17 6:50 12:06   3:40 5:22 6:39 

  Sun 13 10 5:16 6:49 12:06   3:41 5:23 6:40 

  Mon 14 11 5:15 6:48 12:06   3:42 5:24 6:41 

  Tue 15 12 5:13 6:46 12:06   3:43 5:25 6:43 

  Wed 16 13 5:12 6:45 12:06   3:44 5:27 6:44 

  Thu 17 14 5:11 6:44 12:06   3:45 5:28 6:45 

  Fri  18 15 5:10 6:42 12:06   3:47 5:29 6:46 

  Sat 19 16 5:08 6:41 12:06   3:48 5:30 6:47 

  Sun 20 17 5:07 6:39 12:06   3:49 5:31 6:48 

  Mon 21 18 5:06 6:38 12:05   3:50 5:33 6:49 

  Tue 22 19 5:04 6:36 12:05   3:51 5:34 6:50 

  Wed 23 20 5:03 6:35 12:05   3:52 5:35 6:52 

  Thu 24 21 5:01 6:33 12:05   3:53 5:36 6:53 

  Fri  25 22 5:01 6:33 12:05   3:53 5:36 6:53 

  Sat 26 23 4:58 6:30 12:05   3:55 5:39 6:55 

  Sun 27 24 4:57 6:29 12:05   3:56 5:40 6:56 

  Mon 28 25 4:55 6:27 12:04   3:57 5:41 6:57 
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 Iqama Time  
February  

 

FAJR 
Feb 1 ï Feb 20 6:00 am 

Feb 21ï Feb 27 5:45 am 

Feb 28  5:30 am 

 

DHUHR  
Feb 1 ï Feb 28 1:30 pm* 

*Sundays  1:50 pm 

 

ASR 
Feb 1 ï Feb 20 4:00 pm 

Feb 21 ï Feb 28 4:30 pm 

 

MAGHRIB  
After Sunset 

 

ISHA  
Feb 1 ï Feb 28 8:00 pm 

  

FRIDAY  
Azan  1:00 pm 

Khutba  1:10 pm  

Jamaôa  1:30 pm 

* C
a
lc

u
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February  / Safar ð Rabi Al-Awwal 1432 AH Prayer Schedule 
Frankfort, IL & Vicinity  

Childrenôs Lessons*: 
Every Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 

7:00 pm ï 8:00 pm 
 

Quran Tafseer*: 
Every Monday after Isha ï 45 mins 

 

Hadith Lesson*: 
Every Tuesday after Isha ï 30 mins 
 

Fiqh Class*: 
Every Thursday after Isha ï 30 mins 
 

*Programs by Mufti Azeem  

(Subject to change without prior notice) 

AIA SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
February 2011 

 

AIA Weekend School  
 

Quran & Adhan Competition  
 

First Round ï Feb 13 (in class) 

Final Round ï Feb 20 (Community Event) 

 

Rent AIA  
Banquet Hall  

 

Contact Br Tariq Khan for 

details  
 

708 -903 -0875  
tkhan@premiersystemsinc.com  

AIA Annual 
Fundraising Dinner  

 

Saturday Dec 11
th

  
6:30pm 

Guest Speaker: 

Ahmed Rehab ï CAIR -Chicago 
 

AIA Banquet Hall  
Please invite your friends and Relatives 

AIA Weekend Islamic 
School Alumni Reunion 

 

The AIA weekend Islamic School is planning 

to hold an Alumni Reunion of the School, 

most likely in the Summer of 2011. 

We would like to have contact information 

for all those students who have attended this 

school between January 1, 1980 and May 31, 

2009. We are requesting those students to 

send us their name, telephone number and 

current address. If community members 

know any student who has attended this 

school in the past, please send us their 

contact information.  

We would like to contact as many ex-

students as possible, whether they live in 

Illinois or out of state, for the Reunion. 

Abdul Khalique, Ph.D. 

Principal, AIA Weekend Islamic School 

8860 W. St. Francis Rd., Frankfort, IL 60423 

school@aiamasjid.org 

 

Holy Quran  
Translation Verses 2:152-153 

 

òThen do ye remember Me; I 

will remember you. Be grateful 

to Me, and reject not Faith. O 

ye who believe! Seek help with 

patient perseverance and prayer 

-- for Allah is with those who 

patiently persevere.ó 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

May Allah bless the wedding 

of our imam, Mufti 

Azeemuddin Ahmed, and his 

wife! AIA Community wishes 

them a wonderful life together, 

filled with the blessings and 

mercies of Allah (swt)! 

Congratulations also to 

Community Member Osman 

Ahmed on his marriage to 

Noor Mahmood! May Allah 

(swt) also bless this couple 

and grant them a long, happy 

life together!  

 

  
 

Congratulations to 

fourth-grader Noor 

Baig, who won First 

Prize at the Spelling 

Bee Competition in 

the Matteson School 

District, Masha-

Allah.  

Noor competed 

against a group of 30 

students from 3
rd

 to 

8
th
 grade. 

 

Lead Field Trip Teacher ï Mrs. Elena Morone 

ï wrote after the trip, ñTHANKS!!  The visit 

to the masjid was a big success.  Some 

teachers are asking to [repeat the same 

presentation] again next year.  The kids were 

thrilled with their names in Arabic.  It was a 

fantastic learning experience.  Knowledge 

chases fear and brings people together. 

Thanks again!ò 

 

 

 

Please send an e-mail to 

khalidmozaffar@aiamasjid.org 

AIA would be honored to host a group of 

any size (1+) from your organization. You 

are welcome at our Masjid (mosque)! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He said: ñWhen I went back from here, I 

decided to do some research on contemporary 

religions. I am a scribe. I write books and sell 

them. They bring good price. This time I 

wanted to make a test. First, I calligraphed 

three manuscripts of the Torah in which I 

made some additions and deletions on my 

own. I took these manuscripts to the 

Synagogue. The Jews found them interesting 

and bought them. Then, I did the same things 

with the Injeel. I calligraphed three 

manuscripts, complete with my additions and 

deletions, and took them to the Church where 

the Christians were pleased with these 

manuscripts and bought them from me. After 

that, I tried the same thing with the Qurôan. I 

calligraphed three good out to sell them, I 

faced a problem. Every buyer I went to would 

take the manuscript, look into it to determine 

if it was correct or not, and when he would 

notice additions or deletions made into it, he 

would quietly return the manuscript back to 

me. From this episode, I learnt my lesson that 

this Book is protected, and protected by Allah 

Almighty Himself; therefore, I embraced 

Islam.ò 

Yahya ibn Aktham asked about the ayah he 

had in mind. 

He said: When the glorious Qurôan mentions 

the Torah and the Injil, there it says: ñ�«�I�R�U���W�R��
�W�K�H�P�� �Z�D�V�� �H�Q�W�U�X�V�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �$�O�O�D�K�¶�V��
�E�R�R�N�´��(al-Maôidah, verse 44) ï that is, the 

Jews and Christians have been entrusted with 

the responsibility of protecting the Torah and 

Injil,the Books of Allah. This is the reason 

why, when the Jews and Christians did not 

fulfill their duty of protecting them, these 

Books were lost through distortions and 

alterations. 

 

 

  

This is contrary to the case of the Holy  

Qurôan about which Allah Almighty has 

said: and We will assuredly guard it (from 

corruption) ï And We are there to protect 

it. Thus, when Allah Almighty Himself 

arranged to have it remain protected, then, 

despite thousands of efforts made by 

enemies, not a single change in one tiny 

dot or case mark could be made. 

Today, over fourteen hundred years have 

passed since the blessed age of the Holy 

Prophet, upon him blessings and peace, 

and there has been a shortfall and neglect 

on the part of Muslims in all areas of their 

religious matters, yet the continuous 

arrangement of memorizing the Holy 

Qurôan all over the world stands firmly 

established as it was. In every period of 

time, there are millions of Muslims, old 

and young, male and female, always 

present on the scene, blessed people in 

whose hearts and minds the Holy Qurôan 

lives protected. Before them, not even the 

highest of the high religious scholar can 

dare recite a single letter of the Qurôan 

wrong, for there would be around at that 

time many, seniors or children, who 

would promptly apprehend the error. 

 

�%�\���0�X�I�W�L���0�X�K�D�P�P�D�G���6�K�D�I�L�¶���8�V�P�D�Q�L 

 Submitted by Mufti Azeemuddin Ahmed 

Taken from: www.ilmgate.org 

 

�³�:�H�����2�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V�����K�D�Y�H���V�H�Q�W���G�R�Z�Q���W�K�H��
�'�K�L�N�U�����W�K�H���4�X�U�¶�D�Q�������D�Q�G���:�H���D�U�H���W�K�H�U�H��
�W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���L�W���´�����6�X�U�D�K���D�O-Hijr, verse 9) 

Imam Qurtubi (may Allah have mercy on 

him) has authentically reported an event from 

the court of óAbbasi Khalifah, Al-Maômun. 

He was used to patronizing occasional debates 

on intellectual issues at his court where all 

scholars were welcome. It so happened that a 

Jew came to attend one of these debates. By 

his looks, dress and manners, he seemed to be 

an elegant person. Then, his address during 

the debate was eloquent and intellectually 

bright. When the meeting was over, Maômun 

called for him and asked him if he was an 

Israelite, which he confirmed. To test him, 

Maômun asked him to become a Muslim in 

which case he could hope to have the best 

possible treatment from him. 

He said that he was not willing to leave the 

religion of his forefathers which was his 

religion too. The matter ended there. That 

person went away. Then, after a year, the 

same person returned as a Muslim and made a 

very distinct contribution in the court meeting 

on the subject of Islamic jurisprudence. After 

the session was over, Maômun called for him 

and asked him if he was the same person who 

had come last year. 

He said: ñYes, I am.ò 

Maômun asked: ñAt that time you had refused 

to accept Islam. Tell me what made you 

accept Islam now.ò 
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